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Lovesick? Girlfriend Problems? 


Womonspace presents... 


Loretta Love is presently 
completing a B.A. in 
Psychology, and has exten- 
sive experience assisting 
women with their concerns. 


Dear Loretta Love: 


I've got big problems! Help! Three months 
ago | met the woman of my dreams (I'll call her 
Wanda, not her real name). Wanda is my age (24) 
and is living on her own in her apartment. She’s 
a wonderful woman. The problem is my mother. 
| am a university student, so for financial reasons 
I’m forced to live at home. My brothers and sisters 
are gone and my dad died four years ago. . . 
leaving me and my mom alone. 


Mom is very possessive, but only when I’m 
going out with Wanda. As soon as she knows 
Wanda and | are going out she starts putting on 
a guilt routine — “I don’t care about her, etc., 
etc.” She likes Wanda, but I think she’s jealous of 
her, too. Please help — I’m afraid of losing 
Wanda but | don’t want to hurt mom. 


Signed . . the Juggler. 


Dear Jugs: 

It’s always difficult when someone passes 
away, leaving their spouse alone. Your mother is 
probably very lonely, and afraid of losing your 
companionship. However, she has to realize you 
can’t take your father’s place — you have your 
own life to live. Try to set aside a special time to 
spend with your mom — movies on Tuesdays, 
brunch on Sundays, or just being together. Then 
make special efforts to include her, at least once 
in a while, with both you and Wanda so they can 


get to know each other. Explain firmly to your 
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Your questions and letters 
are welcome! Loretta will try 
to answer as many letters as 
possible. Please submit your’ 
mail to Loretta Love, c/o 
Womonspace, 9930 - 106 
Street, Edmonton. 


Advice to the Lovelorn 


mom that you need time to do your own things, 


with your own friends. It’s all you can do, dear. 
Loretta 


Dear Loretta: 


I’m a dyke and proud of it! But my girlfriend 
always wants me to wear make-up and fluff my 
hair. She says she can’t love a “non-woman”. | 
care for her a lot, but my friends hardly recognize 
me and | feel kinda stupid looking like this some- 
times. | miss being a Donna-Juana and wearing 
my tux. Help! 


the Butch with the Blush on 


Dear B.B. 


It sounds like you’ve lost sense of who you 
are. Your girlfriend is trying to change you, and 
that never works for anyone. 


She seems to want a very feminine woman, 
and it’s not fair for her to impose these expecta- 
tions on you. There is always the chance that she 
will eventually meet that woman, and leave you 
out in the cold. My advice is to tell your girlfriend 
if she doesn’t love you as your true butch - self, 
then the relationship should end. 


Loretta 


(If you should happen to end up single, don’t 
despair . . . there was no shortage of babes at the 
last Womonspace Dance.) 


Spiritual Groups Provide Support for Lesbians and Gays 


by Wray Dansereau 

As winter fades away and spring arrives, it 
brings with it the release of winter tension and 
the sweet smell of the earth rejuvenating itself. If, 
at anytime of the year, we feel the desire for 
renewal and awakening, it is definitely 
springtime. In fact, for many of us this personal 
feeling of renewal is connected very closely to 
our sense of spirituality. Therefore, it is important 
for us, as lesbians and gays, to know of our 
options when seeking spiritual support. 

Generally, when people seek out a spiritual 
group or centre, the criteria by which they choose 
one is based primarily on the community’s belief 
system fulfilling personal needs and promoting 
spiritual growth. Lesbians and gays, however, 
often feel the importance of finding emotional 
and/or spiritual support in relation to their 
sexuality as well. Thus, for some of us in the gay 
community, it is wonderful to know that Edmon- 
ton has a few key religious groups that offer a 
positive outlook on homosexuality. 

For instance, the Unitarian Church, which is 
known for its more liberalistic attitudes, has a 
history of supporting human rights since the early 
1970's. The main premise of this church has 
always been their belief in the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person. What has evolved from 
this main idea, is an organization that openly 
supports gays and lesbians on the basis of recog- 
nizing the human rights of all people. In fact, it 
was the first religious organization to introduce 
the “Spiritual Union” or “Gay Wedding” for 
homosexuals wanting to be married. 

The Unitarian Church is, of course, not a 
primarily gay church; it is, however, one of the 
most inclusive religious organization found 
worldwide. For example, the Unitarian Church 
in Edmonton has a special lesbian and gay or- 
ganization called VISIONS which has existed as 
a support group for homosexual men and women 
since 1985. 
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Stan Calder, one of the original organizers 
and directors of VISIONS is very involved in 
building support for lesbian and gay people, 
whether they are members of the Unitarian 
Church or not. The group welcomes not only 
homosexual people interested in discussing their 
sexuality in relation to spirituality but also straight 
people who may be interested in this subject 
matter. 


For anyone who would like to become in- 
volved in the Unitarian Church, services are held 
Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m. at 12530 - 110 
Avenue. Or, if you are particularly interested in 
the gay and lesbian support group, VISIONS, you 
can contact Stan Calder at 428-6605 or Anita 
Jensen who can be reached through the 
Unitarian Church at 454-8073. 


If, on the other hand, you are interested in a 
Christian religious organization, the 
Metropolitan Church of Edmonton holds services 
in the same building as the Unitarian Church. 
The Metropolitan Church is a Christian organiza- 
tion, however, that is open to all people with a 
special interest in supporting lesbians and gays. 
Their services are held every Sunday at 7:00 p.m. 


The third group which should be mentioned 
is DIGNITY, a gay and lesbian organization that 
focuses on spiritual support for Catholic 
homosexuals. They meet on the 3rd Sunday of 
every month for a Potluck supper at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Westwood Unitarian Church, 11135 - 65 
Avenue. In addition, they often meet for dinners 
on Tuesday evenings. For more information you 
can contact Barry at 469-4286 or Bernard at 
482-4117. 


As you can see, for gay women and men in 
Edmonton who are searching for spiritual support 
groups, there are a variety of options open. As 
springtime approaches, perhaps we will see more 
of you at some of these functions! 
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Gay man fired 


Delwin Vriend, an Edmonton gay man, 
was employed for three years as a lab instruc- 
tor at The King’s College. When the Edmon- 
ton Journal published a story saying Delwin 
was gay, the college asked him to voluntarily 
resign. He refused, and was subsequently 
fired. Although Delwin is certainly not the 
first gay or lesbian person to be fired because 
of his/her sexual orientation, this time the 
lesbian and gay community is fighting back. 


GALA, Edmonton’s lesbian and gay ad- 
vocacy group, along with other gay/lesbian 
organizations are helping to defray the legal 
costs for Delwin’s appeal and possible court 
challenge. Letters have been written to Al- 
berta MLAs, the Alberta Human Rights Com- 


mission, The King’s College, and other 
relevant institutions demanding action and, 
ultimately, protection for gay men and les- 
bians from such blatant discrimination. 

Womonspace has contributed $ 100.00to 
the Delwin Vriend Defense Fund, and par- 
ticipated in the information picket on 
February 25. Please show your support for 
Delwin — make a contribution, write or call 
your MLA, get involved. No one wants to be 
the next to be fired. 

For more information, call 454-8031. To 
contribute money, send cheques payable to: 

The Delwin Vriend Defense Fund 
Mail to: 

Philp & Leginsky 

2727 TD Tower, Edmonton Centre 

Edmonton AB T5J 2Z1 


A new look for the Newsletter 


| 
As you may have noticed, the Newsletter | 


committee has been implementing new ideas 
over the past few months. We would like to 
take this opportunity to introduce you to 
some of these ideas. 


First , itis our intention for future newslet- 
ter issues to present monthly themes. Each 
month we will be printing the planned up- 
coming themes. In this way, womyn who are 
interested in submitting articles can write 
them ahead of time and send them to the 
Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 106 
St. Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 


The themes we have planned for the next 
few months are as follows: 


April — Homophobia 


Tell us about your experiences with 
homophobia. What makes you angry? How 
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do you deal with it? Is coming out the 
answer? Will things ever change? 


May — Sports, Travel and Leisure 
What do lesbians do in their spare time? 


Tell us how you relax. 


June — Lesbian Marriage 


Are you married, or thinking about it? 
What would you say to other couples? 


July — Reproduction and Parenting 


What's it like raising kids in the gay com- 
munity? Is there enough support? 


The second addition we would like to 
introduce is our Letters to the Editor section. 
We welcome letters from womyn who 
would like to express their opinions on any- 
thing in the newsletter or issues regarding the 
Lesbian Community. 
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Check out the 


competition 

by BRL 

Quick, which bookstore in town carries 
lesbian and gay books? 


If you said Common Woman Books, 
you’re only half right. Greenwood’s 
Bookstore deserves applause (and 
patronage) for its longstanding policy of 
stocking gay books. (This gay-friendly book- 
seller also distributes the Womonspace 
news.) 


According to owner Laurie Greenwood, 


thereason for a lesbian/gay section is simple: 
demand. “We've had the gay section since 
the store opened,” she said in a recent inter- 
view with the Womonspace News. “I’m 
happy to stock books that my customers 
want to read. We've always wanted the store 
to be a friendly and welcoming place for 
everyone, gay or straight.” 


Discreetly labelled with double-womon | 


and double-man symbols, the gay section is 
perfect for browsing. Although modest in 
size — only 75 to 100 titles, the larger half 


for men, it is a well-chosen mix of books | 


from gay and womyn’s presses, as well as 
mainstream publishers. Habitués of Com- 
mon Woman will find it refreshing to see a 
different selection. 

Two of my recent purchases: Women 
on Women, an anthology of lesbian fiction 
from Penguin Books, and Invisible Lives: 
The Truth About Millions of Women- 
Loving Women, a sensitive (despite the 
title) series of profiles written by a straight 
womon. 


Continued on Page 8 
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A lesbian in 


mums clothing 
by Barb L. 


Catholics, ex-Catholics, and non 
Catholics will all appreciate Kicking the 
Habit: A_ Lesbian Nun Story. Jeanne 
Cordova’s Hilarious autobiography is based 
on a chapter she contributed to the classic, 
Lesbian Nuns: Breaking Silence But Cordova 
doesn’t just break the silence; she shatters it. 
“There are four kinds of gay nuns: those who 
are and do; those who are and don't; those 
who are, do and deny it; and those who 
confined themselves to emotional romance 
and hand holding... The unwritten, unholy 
Rule seems to be, ‘do it and hide it". It seems 
the convent is as riddled with lesbians as 
hairdressing is with gay men. However, no 
one explained that to 18-year-old Jeanne, 
honour student, softball star, and now amem- 
ber of the postulant class of 1966. 


Jeanne is academically advanced, but so- 
cially naive. A baby butch, she telegraphs her 
sexual preference to everyone except herself. 
“1 clunked around in tennies with rolled up 
socks and never participated in the pin- 
cushion hair-curling rituals Sharon and her 
girlfriends held sacred. | hated the harness 
Mom called a bra and conformed perfectly to 
the rule: “good girls don’t wear make-up." 
Gradually, Jeanne learns about her own 
sexuality and the Church’s hypocrisy. Leaving 
the convent is her salvation. 


Kicking the Habit has much the same 
irrepressible flavour as Rita Mae Brown’s 
Ruby Fruit Jungle. Both protagonists are par- 
ticularly appealing to me because their les- 
bianism symbolizes an attractively 
freespirited approach to life. | finished the 
book delighted with Jeanne’s joyous coming 
out, and a little in love. 
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Walls 
by Kerri & the Crew 


Hey, are you listening, 
I’m not sure how this all started, 
But | started building this wall, 
It was just supposed to be small, 
Just a temporary structure, 
Just to protect the self, 
But the master Wall Builder lost, 
The original plan, 
Went ahead on his own, 
Only nobody told him when to quit, see? 
And it’s getting higher 

wider 

stronger 
It’s gone way out of hand 
And i don’t know how to stop it 
I’ve got four walls around me now 
and I’m starting to suffocate 
because !| hate being in an enclosed space by 

myself 

It all happened so fast 
Only two weeks, you know? 
Anyway, about this space 
I’ve gotten myself in 
It’s beginning to scare me 
| think I have to get out 
But there is no door. 
This message wouldn't be getting out 
Except | stumbled across this pen and paper 
And | could attach it to the leg of a bird 
That can fly above the wall. 
It’s evening and I’m tired, 
Everyone went to bed a long time ago 
Just me and my wall now 
Together in the moonlight 
Tomorrow the Crazymakers will be here again 
The Wall Builder, well, 
He will come back when I’m not looking 
The wall will become a little higher 
A little wider 
A little stronger 
Each day I’m getting a little weaker 
! think Ill just fade away 
Behind my wall. 
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Check out the competition 
(continued from Page 5) 


Jane Rule and Armistead Maupin are the 
top-selling authors in the section. Rule also 
is doing well in the general fiction section. 

If you don’t find the title you want on the . 
shelves, just ask the helpful Greenwood’s 
staff to special-order it for you. 

When you tear yourself away from the 
gay section, an about-face will plant you in 
front of Greenwood’s excellent womyn’s 
studies collection. 

On your way home (if you have any 
money left), stop at the Bagel Tree (two doors 
down) and pick up a few bagels (stay away 
from pumpernickel) and some of their delec- 
table cream cheese for munching while you 
read. 


Turm on Your 
Word Processor 


The Womonspace Newsletter commit- 
tee is in need of both creative submissions 
as well as energetic people to help lay out 
and edit our monthly newsletter. If you are 
interested or have any inquiries, please con- 
tact Wray at 479-4855. Newsletter meetings 
are held at the Womyn’s Building on the 
Sunday after the dance at 3:00 p.m. 
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$t. Datricia’s Day Limerick Contest!!! 


njoy Bawdy barroom laughs? Got a penchant for tasteless humour? 

Do you glom onto gossip? If so, you’re reading the right newsletter! 

Womonspace presents the first annual Limerick Contest! So be crude, 
be rude, insult all the prudes. 

Send us the offensive, the vile, the ridiculous, the banal, the bizarre. Give 
us the dirt on anyone and everyone (first names only) in limerick form — 
Fabulous Prize!! — Deadline: April 15. Mail your entries to Limerick Contest, 
Womonspace News, basement, 9930 - 106 St. Edmonton, T5K 1C7. 


Three limericks about Marj from Lisa A. 


There once was a Tae Kwon do master 
Who was stronger, and better, and faster 
She’d brake boards with her hand 

And could beat any man! 

That wonderful black belted master 


This Marj was a lover of women 
Any skirt would set her head swimmin’ 


Her brains turned to mush 
At the sight of nice tush 
But for this she was always forgiven 


This Marj had a thing for whipped cream 
All her friends thought this fetish a scream 
They loved her sweet squirts 

And used the rest for desserts 


(But her mom thought all this was unclean) 
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Activities/Events 


Corrections 
Lesbian Moms 


The correct phone number for contact- 
ing Lisa regarding an informal lesbian 
mothers group is 465-6456, not the number 
given in the February newsletter. The 
Newsletter Committee apologizes to 
readers for this error. 


Riverdale Dance 


The next women’s dance is scheduled 
for March 23 at Riverdale Community Hall, 
9231 - 100 Avenue, from 8:30 p.m. to 1 
a.m. The dance will feature women’s music 
and a smoke-free dance floor. Non-al- 


coholic beverages will be available. All 


women welcome. Cost is $7.00 (sliding 
scale). 


Coming 
Together °92 


Coming Together ‘92 is a weekend for 
Alberta Gay and Lesbian groups and in- 
dividuals to come together. The aim of this 
weekend is to create awareness of existing 
groups and resources and to foster com- 
munity spirit and gay and lesbian solidarity. 
Organization of this event is starting now. 
The initial meeting to form a committee 
will be held Sunday, March 3 at 606, 10155 
- 116 Street. if you are interested in attend- 
ing this planning meeting please call Pat at 
488-6765. 
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| Women and Mental 


Health: Women ina 
violent Society 


Conference 


May 9 to May 12, 1991 at Banff Springs 
Hotel, Banff, Alberta, the Women and Men- 
tal Health Conference will take place. 
Keynote speakers at this year’s conference 
will include Andrea Dworkin, Rosemary 
Brown, Shirley Turcotte, Sandra Butler, Kate 
Millet, and Carla McKague. Entertainment 
includes Kris Purdy, Karen Howe, and Deb 
Romayne (lyricist of “The Teacher’s Song”). 
For registration information, please call (403) 
482-6091 | 


Coming Events for 
Spiritual Groups 


March Potluck Dinner 
and Dance 


Four times per year the Unitarian Church 
and the Metropolitan Church of Edmonton 
come together for a Potluck supper. The next 
one will be held on Saturday, March 9 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Unitarian Church Building, 
12530 - 110 Avenue. Just bring any type of 
prepared food. There is no charge! This event 
is lots of fun! 


Dignity Events 


The Catholic gay support group also has 
a Potluck supper held on every 3rd Sunday 
of the month. Just bring your favorite dish by 
5:30 p.m. at the Westwood Unitarian 
Church, 11135 - 65 Avenue. 
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1991 International 
Women’s Day 
Activities 

Week of March 4-8 


Videos, Workshops: Women’s Collective 
at University of Alberta (UofA) is sponsoring 
Violence Against women Awareness Week. Videos 
daily, except Friday, for 12 to 1 p.m. in Rm 4-29 
Humanities Building. Workshops nightly 4 to 6 p.m. 
in the same room. Workshop Friday, March 8 from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. (yes, same room) on Battery and 
Physical Abuse. Catalyst Theatre workshop on the 
8th at 4 p.m. in Humanities Building also. 


Thursday, March 7 


Symposium: Women as Lawmakers is the 
featured presentation at Symposium on Women and 
the Law, 7 p.m. Faculty of Law, UofA. Tickets $5.00 
or $3.00 students. 


Friday, March 8 


Open House: Women’s Program and 
Resource Centre celebrates both IWD and its 10th 
Anniversary. All welcome to the centre from 7 to 11 
p.m. at 11019 - 90 Avenue. For information contact 
492-3093. 


Open House: Alberta Advisory Council on 
women’s Issues. 7 to 11 p.m. at 1004, 10010 - 106 
Street. For more information contact Michele at 
422-0668. 


Saturday, March 9 


Celebration: Imagine the Power of Women’s 
Vision is the theme. Assemble at Noon for presen- 
tations, march begins at 1 p.m., followed by 
speeches, potluck lunch, entertainment, afternoon 
dance. YWCA Building. For more information con- 
tact ASWAC at 421-0306. 


NFB Film: Special Free screening of Five 
Feminist Minutes from 3 to 5 p.m. at NFB Theatre, 
Canada Place (97 Street & Jasper Avenue). 


Sunday, March 10 


Forum: Women’s Action for Peace in the Gulf 
forum on Women and Peace. 12:30 to 5:30 p.m. in 
Education North Building at the UofA. For more 
information contact Diana at 435-1525 or Janice at 
434-7792. 
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Spiritual feelings 
come at the 


strangest times 

by Lisa A. 

The moment | awoke that morning, | knew 
something was different. It could have been par- 
tially due to the fact that last night, as | was getting 
ready for bed, | had set the alarm to wake me up 
by way of French Radio, something | had never 
done. | woke up worldly, exotic; a notable envoy 
sent to accomplish great deeds in a strange land. 
| still wasn’t sure who | was when | heard the 
excited voice of the French Radio Announcer, and 
as | shut the radio off, | began to focus on my 
bedroom as | slowly woke up this Saturday morn- 
ing For a change, | was inexplicably glad to be 
there, happy to be awake, content to be where | 
was. 


| didn’t want to keep sleeping. My room 
looked strange and new; the sun was shining, not 
really extra bright or anything, but in such a way 
that | noticed a pattern on the curtains | had never 
seen before; it looked, well, special somehow. 
Something is definitely different, | decided, | was 
convinced that it wasn’t going to be just for one 
day, either — my life from now on would some- 
how become more meaningful and more fun. 


Still pondering why it felt like Christmas is 
supposed to feel when you’re a kid, | heard stir- 
rings from the friend/roommate/lover/redheaded 
woman who had been sleeping beside me for 
exactly one year. Not continuously, of course. | 
mean we had been sleeping together and being 
in love and stuff for a year — to the day. But that 
couldn't be the reason for this bizarro contented 
feeling that had come so suddenly. 


“Happy anniversary Babe”, she said in a mis- 
chievously cocky way, suddenly out of bed and 
pulling her jeans up over her round white bottom. 
“Put on some underwear, for once,” | muttered, 
and re-buried myself in the blankets to think some 
more about my undoubtedly enhanced existence. 
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Womonspace Activities 


General Meeting 


Womonspace apologizes for the cancel- 
lation of the January General Meeting. The 
common room had been booked by another 
group. 

The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Womyn’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on March 12, 1991 
and the following one is on April 9. 


Lesbian Drop-In 


The second Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Womyn’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on March 14, fol- 
lowed by another on April 11. 


Dance 
Co-ordinators’ 
Meeting 


A dance co-ordinators’ meeting isheld on — 


the first Thursday of each month. Everyone 
interested in helping to organize the dances 
is welcome. Call the womonspace line (425- 
0511) for the time and location. 
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Newsletter Meeting 


The Newsletter Committee meets at the 
Womyn’s Building at 3:00 on the Sunday 
after the dance. The next meeting is on March 
17. The newsletter deadline for submissions 
needing editing is the 15th of each month. 


Volunteer needed 


A Womonspace member who is blind 
needs a volunteer reader to tape the newslet- 
ter for her. Please leave your name on the 
Womonspace line to provide this service. 


MONDAY TO SATURDAY 


Doors Open 4pm 
Music*si+ Get. wee a A 0 pm 
Bar Service to 2 am 
Dancingta 7) Oe SS Ssam 
(Friday& Saturday 8 | 4am) 
ALL WEEK PARTY — DOORS AT 4 PM 
No Cover Charge to 9 PM — FREE Pool Tables 


10345 - 104 ST. EDMONTON ALBERTA 


(403) 426-3150 
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TWUOMUW'S aii 


10128 - 100 Street Edmonton T5J ON8 


428-0320 


Call us for your catering needs. 
Anne Mageau — Khristina Savage — Pam Barrett 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food 
You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 
Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events | 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
#204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB T5C 1C4 | 


FRAME OF MIND 


THREE SISTERS 


by Maurade Baynton j 
6150 -90 Ave pe | 
Ottewell Shopping Centre 


Edmonton 
465-0534 


Classified 
Advertising 


As a service to our readers, the 
Womonspace News will print short ads from 
individuals at no charge. So, if you're looking 
for aroommate, or a mountain bike, or some- 
thing of a more personal nature... Mail your 
ad to: 


Womonspace News, Basement, 9930 - 
106 St. T5K 1C7, by the 15th of the month. 


NEED A PARTNER? 


21 year old lesbian seeking a womon 18 
- 30 who enjoys romantic dinners, long 
walks, massages and roses. Call Sandra at 
438-1804 


CONFUSED? 


Personal income tax preparation. Contact 
DJ: 473-1992. 


GOING TO MICHIGAN? 


Womon needs a ride to Michigan in 
August to attend the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival. Please leave a message for 
Sonja on the Womonspace line (425-0511). 


BABYSITTER AVAILABLE 


Experienced babysitter will babysit your 
children, evenings of the Womonspace Dan- 
ces or other times. Please call Lianne at 
465-6456. 


FEBRUARY, 1991 
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March 16, 1991 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


Co-sponsored by Common Woman Books — IWD Theme 


Admission: Members - $4°°, Non-Members - $7” 


DOOR PRIZES: 
Bottle of liquor from the Roost, Food Basket from Aunt Willma’s, Dinner for two from Café Ivana 


Credits 
Kerri, Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J., Debbie Nousek, Wray D., Lisa A. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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